
AROUND THE CAMPUS

We’ve got the spirit!

Bridging differences via soccer
When Coach Dave Marshak and the girls on his AHA soccer 
team decide to make it “about more than soccer” and plan  
a service project, they don’t just play around—they head off 
to Tanzania.

“We’d been thinking about doing a mission trip with the  
soccer team for some time,” Marshak says, “and then I ran 
into a friend who told me about Amanda Maxwell. At that 
time, she was a soccer coach at Stillwater High School, but 
she and her husband had lived in Tanzania for several years, 
were intimately connected with a school, there, and contin-
ued to lead mission trips East Africa.

“With her guidance, we put together an 11–day trip for seven 
members of our soccer team and four of their moms this 
past summer. We were based at the Mandala Village outside 
of Dar es Salaam.”

The girls spent their days working with preschoolers in the 
Mandala Village school and their evenings playing soccer 
with young players from a local soccer academy. They also 
had time for a safari into the bush.

“Our team’s trip to Tanzania was a great experience,  
life changing, and helped us grow in our faith. We are 
very fortunate to be able to help people less fortunate 
than ourselves and to come home and share our story 
with friends and family. We had such an amazing time 
and touched so many hearts of others in Africa that  
we hope to go back and do it again!” 

— Grace Vannelli, AHA student and soccer team member

What did the girls come away with from their experience?  
“It was eye opening; the first time that many of them had 
experienced real poverty,” he said. “They were impressed  
by the people they met, some of whom had accomplished 
great things with almost no resources. They saw that the 
people in the villages are genuinely happy and live very  
fulfilling lives, despite the fact that they have no tangible 
wealth. They’ve learned to celebrate the blessings they have; 
and not to bemoan what they don’t have,” Marshak said.
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AHA and Richfield join in co-op girls  
hockey program
Girls from Holy Angels and Richfield High School will be compet-
ing together on the same hockey team this winter, and they’ll be 
wearing AHA blue and gold. 

The Minnesota State High School League approved the co-op in 
April 2012. “It makes sense for both schools,” says AHA Athletic 
Director Michael Kautzman. “The more we can cooperate and 
work together, the better.” 

“We’re excited because the co-op will make it possible for us 
to reinstate a junior varsity program, and it gives the girls from 
Richfield an opportunity to continue playing the game they love,” 
said girls hockey coach Jon Dundore.

AHA will be the host school for the program. Normally, AHA 
plays in the Missota Conference, but Kautzman said girls hockey 
will play on an independent schedule this season.

“It’s something new, and we anticipate it will create excitement 
for the program,” Kautzman concluded.

Portions of this story are excerpted from a report by Caitlin Burgess 
in the Richfield Patch on August 9, 2012.

Larry Fitzgerald returns for another  
summer football camp
There was lots of excitement on campus again this summer when 
former AHA student and current Arizona Cardinals wide receiver 
Larry Fitzgerald returned for another football camp. This year’s 
camp had some refinements. It was focused on younger students—
in grades four through seven, and it was facilitated by Pro Camps. 

Sam Keis is WCCO Player of  
the Week in September
AHA senior and STARS quarterback Sam 
Keis earned WCCO-TV, Old Dutch, Athlete 
of the Week honors for his performance 
in AHA’s victory over New Prague on 
September 7.
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